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CONFIRMATION
2019/20
Confirmation at Countryside Community
Church is more than a class, it is a journey; a
journey into discovering who you are and what
you believe. Like many mainline Protestant
denominations, the United Church of Christ
baptizes infants. This act of faith, which is what
baptism is, and the commitment to Christianity
it represents is done on behalf of the child by
their parents or guardians. When a child is
older, however, it is important that they confirm
this act of faith and this commitment to
Christianity for themselves, and this is what
the journey of Confirmation is all about.
Confirmation is a two-year educational program
designed to prepare 7th and 8th grade students
for their lifelong faith journey. The curriculum
aims to help youth develop a deeper
understanding of what it means to be a Christian
(using the Phoenix Affirmations as a guide) and
a member of the United Church of Christ.
This year, Confirmation starts on Wednesday,
September 4, and will meet weekly, 6:30-7:30
PM, during the school year. Parents are
encouraged to attend the first meeting.

Confirmation at Countryside involves weekly
class attendance and participation in worship
services (taking notes at three services), and
participation in at least four community service
opportunities per year. Getting involved in
COYO Jr. High provides monthly opportunities
for students to serve and volunteer. (COYO Jr
High begins this year on Sunday, September
8 at 4:30 PM in the Youth Room, including
dinner at 6 PM.)
For those who love to sing, we also have
Confirmation Singers for youth in grades 7 and
8. They rehearse on Wednesday evenings (right
before Confirmation class) from 5:45-6:30 PM
in Rahab (next door to the music office). Their
rehearsals will begin on September 4 as well.
Confirmation Sunday is celebrated the last
Sunday in April at the 11 AM service.
If you have any questions or want to know
more about Confirmation please email Rev.
Will Howell at willh@countrysideucc.org or
check out our website, countrysideucc.org/
l e a r n i n g - t o g e t h e r/ y o u t h - m i n i s t r y/
confirmation.
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We would like to take this opportunity to offer you a warm Countryside welcome. We are
a community that places great value on welcoming ALL to an open and affirming community
where we celebrate and rest in a God who loves us beyond our wildest imaginations. We
invite you to journey with us as we work together with the guidance of the Spirit, seeking
those places where we are called to participate with God toward the fullest expression of
who we are created to be. As a congregation of the United Church of Christ we believe
the greatest expression of the Body of Christ is found in the local congregation, and each
person in our community has a unique conversation with God that serves the whole.
Countryside is a place where God is still speaking to us and to our community. Each of us
is called to discern that voice and act on that discovery. We welcome you and invite you
to participate with us in this calling.

OUR MISSION

We are an inclusive, open and affirming family of faith, welcoming all to God’s table of love and
acceptance. We are diverse, yet united by Christ’s example. We care for one another, support
one another and challenge one another to become all that God creates us to be. We work together
to nurture our community and to promote peace and justice in our conflicted world.

I AM NEW TO COUNTRYSIDE

Sunday Services - 9 AM Classical Service, 11 AM Jazz Service and 8 PM Day One
Nursery – child care (ages 0-2) is available at both morning Sunday services. The Nursery
is located on the upper level on the south side, next to the office.
Common Grounds Coffeehouse – Between services from 10 AM to 11 AM we invite you
to the Commons directly off the Foyer for coffee, donut holes and fellowship.
Connection Link is located in the Foyer. If you have any questions or would like to sign up
for any church activities, please stop by the Connection Link.
Amplified Hearing Devices are available at the Welcome Center in the Foyer.
Sunday School/Children’s Church – see Children’s Ministries, page 7.
Free Gift - If you are a first time visitor at Countryside, we invite you to introduce yourself
to one of the pastors in the Foyer, after the services, so we might offer you a gift of our
gratitude for visiting with us.
Countryside Email list – If you would like to be on Countryside’s weekly email list, please
contact the church office at office@countrysideucc.org or call 402-391-0350.

“EVERY SQUARE INCH CLEANING INITIATIVE” IS LAUNCHING IN AUGUST!
As we head toward the fifth month of being in our new church – with the final bits of construction
and landscaping work pretty much finished – the time has come for us to do our first systematic
deep cleaning of the building. The “Every Square Inch Cleaning Initiative” will enlist the help of
a brigade of church volunteers to do what our mothers used to call a “spring cleaning” of every
room/every space in the church. This will happen during the first 16 days of August – from
Thursday, August 1, through Friday, August 16.
This effort is designed to accomplish three major goals:
1. To thoroughly clean the building and its furnishings, systematically cleaning up the remaining
construction dust and debris as well as the marks, fingerprints, spills, etc., that have
accumulated since we began our occupancy of the building.
2. To systematically seek out and document things that need attention, such as things that
don’t work properly; things that are loose, uneven, gouged, torn, broken, stained; and things
that appear to be incomplete or perhaps are missing altogether.
3. To launch what will become an annual “Every Square Inch” event that, through the coming
years, will help to address the need for serious, meticulous care of the building AND give
our members both a sense of ownership of the building and a concrete role in caring for it.
VOLUNTEERS . . .
• May sign up individually or in teams.
• Will choose which room(s) they would like to work in.
• Will specify their own work date(s) and time(s) within the August 1-16 window.
• Will be given a cleaning checklist for each room they have chosen to clean so that they will
know exactly what is to be done.
• Will document right on the checklist anything they’ve found that needs attention.
• Will sign and turn in the completed checklist when they are finished.
To sign up to help, please stop by the Connection Link in the foyer on Sunday morning,
OR contact the Church Clerk, Bonnie Buckland, via email at bonnieb@countrysideucc.org or
via her cell phone at 308-530-8970 (either voice or text).

PASTORAL CARE
STEPHEN MINISTRY

August 24, Saturday, 9 AM-12:30 PM, Countryside Chapel – All active Stephen Ministers are
invited to attend our annual retreat called “Soul Anchor.” We’ll have a speaker, share how “hope”
is an anchor in stormy waters, and have time to enjoy one another’s company. Nautical attire
preferred! Lunch is provided, so please let Jan know of your plans by August 16.
September 10, Tuesday, Ruth Conference Room – We resume our regular peer support meetings.
At 5:30 PM, the Leadership Team meets. From 6 - 8 PM, all Stephen Ministers are invited to
attend Peer Support to support one another in our journeys as care givers.

PASTORAL CARE BOARD
August 13, Tuesday, 6:30 - 8 PM, Ruth Conference Room – The Pastoral Care Board will gather
for our quarterly meeting and to discuss the plans for our Pastoral Care Workshop,

BIRTHS

Johnna Roberts and Greg Atkinson’s granddaughter Harper Shay was born April 20 to Ashley
Roberts and Justin Montgomery.
Pat Walstrom is pleased to help welcome her newest great grandchild, Lucy Helen, granddaughter
of Rick and Janet Walstrom.
Dan and Leigh Wengert and Jeanne Cunningham are new grandparents to Julian Cunningham
Wengert, born to Chris Wengert and Kate Cunningham at the end of May 2019.

MARRIAGES
Becky and Warren Hines’s son and Linda Hines’s grandson Gareth Hines married Morgan Paige
Vanecek on May 22, 2019, in Jamaica.
Joe and Stephanie Sacco’s son Garrett Sacco married Amy Adams on June 28, 2019, in Texas.
Michaela Gibbons and Grant Gallo were married at Countryside on July 6, 2019, with Rev. Dr.
Eric Elnes as officiant. Michaela’s parents are Jennifer and Bryan Yannone.

Countryside is a caring congregation that offers
support to its members in numerous ways. Along
with our pastors, who are always willing to
provide you with compassionate direction, care
and advice when called upon to do so, we have
a wonderful support system with our Care Team
and Stephen Ministers.
Care Team

The Care Team consists of thoughtful, generous
members of the congregation who provide various
types of comfort or assistance to those in our
church family experiencing times of hardship.
Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry is an active lay ministry program
within our church that provides confidential
Christian support and hope to those who are
facing difficulties in their lives.
AGAPE

The AGAPE group has been a ministry of love and
support for many decades, providing a warm and
loving fellowship opportunity following memorial
or funeral services.

IN MEMORIUM

QUESTIONS?

Kris Lucks passed away on April 11, 2019.

For more information about Pastoral Care
contact Jan Brown.

Ruth Cook died May 31, 2019; her husband Keith Cook became a minister to help Rev. Mary
Hanson lead Countryside after Rev. Bill Allinder’s stroke.
Tom (Jenn) Vinton’s mother Shirley Vinton passed away June 14, 2019.

Office Phone: (402) 391-0350 ext. 234
Email: janb@countrysideucc.org

TWO REQUESTS FROM JAN BROWN
Previously, Jan had asked for all former Stephen Ministers to identify themselves so that we may update our new data base system. Thank you to
those who’ve already responded. Please contact Janb@countrysideucc.org or call the main office if you’d like to be included. Also, we’d like to be
notified regarding who the military veterans are at Countryside so that we may also have a current list of those living veterans who are church
members. Thank you for cooperating with these requests as we improve accuracy in our records.

ODE TO JOY

The Pastoral Care Board is delighted to feature Claire Kuyper, one of our amazing COYO members
who exemplifies joy in every way. Claire has recently graduated from high school and will be
attending UNL this fall, majoring in biology and hopefully moving on to become a physician’s
assistant in pediatrics.
“A lot of things have brought me joy at Countryside, but what stands out the most is the familylike community I have built through COYO and Faith Singers. I’ve thought many times about how
lucky I am to have COYO. Without it, I’d never have met some of the most influential people in
my life. Over the past four years, we’ve laughed and cried together, helping each other through
the struggles of life. Initially regarding both COYO and Faith Singers, I was forced to go! Now, as
it’s all coming to an end, I never want leave my family and safe space. Although I have to leave
COYO, the joy it has brought me will leave a lasting impact on my life.
In my personal life, I experience so much joy. I am extremely lucky to have been given amazing
opportunities, family and friends who bring me joy on a daily basis. However, if I have to narrow
it down, I am happiest when I am in Okoboji. I get to spend time with my family, and a feeling of
love and comfort always resides throughout the entire trip. It always ends too soon, but those
memories of my family all having breakfast at a local coffee shop or swimming in the water are
some of my most treasured moments.
My best advice for other youth is to be inclusive. It can be difficult to let people different from
yourself into your life. However, I have met some of the most impactful people by having an open
mind and listening to their stories. You never know the challenges people have faced in life, so
being kind and generous with your time can be immensely impactful.”

Claire Kuyper
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CENTER FOR FAITH STUDIES
CFS UPCOMING EVENTS

A Portrait Exhibition
by Monica Maxwell
The Center for Faith Studies provides learning
opportunities for the faithfully inquisitive
Countryside Community. We encourage lifelong
learning, growth and deepening understanding
utilizing current scholarship through the CFS
community lecture series, adult education
classes and community partnerships.
Sunday Adult Forum

Meets at 10:10 AM in the Deborah Room.
Currently studying “The Era of the Crusades.”
Adult Ed Brown Bag Lunch

Mondays at 12:15 PM in the Chapel, bring a
lunch. Studying The Islamic Golden Age
Racial Justice

Contact Mary Jo Weiss (mjbarbeiss@gmail.com)
for meeting information.
Books Bible and Beyond

Wednesdays at noon. Currently on summer
hiatus.
Darkwood Brew Membership

As a member of Countryside you have free access
to the entire Darkwood Brew video library. You
can watch any of the 28 series with topics ranging
from forgiveness to the environment at
www.darkwoodbrew.org.
Username:CCCUCC Password: tryside8787

Turning Point - A Portrait Exhibition by Monica Maxwell - August 10-31, First United
Methodist Church, 7020 Cass Street
Monica Maxwell, is a contemporary realist visual artist and photographer working in
Omaha, Nebraska. In this collaborative series, Monica features oil portraits of Omaha
women, sharing their stories, and expressing their lived experiences in a way that creates
a compelling visual advocacy. Monica’s visual storytelling highlights compassionate,
engaged citizens that stand in the face of adversity while seeking to bridge the disparities
and divisions among us.
Opening night is August 10, 5:00 PM, at First United Methodist Church with a performance
by spoken word artist Olivia Johnson and a panel discussion with the women featured
in Monica’s portraits including Gabrielle Gaines-Liwaru, Sofia Jawed Wassel, Uroosa
Wassel, Torisa Walker, Kristy Leahy, Gretchen Carroll, and Amor Mills.
Co-hosted by Center for Faith Studies and First United Methodist Church. Exhibit is open
August 10-31. Please contact First United Methodist for exhibit hours, 402.556.6262.

ADULT EDUCATION
Convergence University, Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 PM
Convergence University starts September 11! We will still be focusing on the Phoenix
Affirmations but adding a bit of a twist! Rev. Dr. Chris Alexander will be expanding
on new ways to take in information and listen to God. She will be tying Convergence
University into a variety of new experiences that include visual arts, discussion and
Mindfulness Sits, with Carlos Figueroa. See infomation below. Classes run September
through April.
Mindfulness Sits - Second Wednesdays of the Month, 6:30 - 7:30 PM

QUESTIONS?
For more information about Center for Faith
Studies contact Rev. Dr. Chris Alexander
Office Phone: (402) 391-0350 ext. 230
Email: chrisa@countrysideucc.org
or Courtney Holiday,Office Manager
Office Phone: (402) 391-0350 ext. 227
Email: courtneyh@countrysideucc.org
Website: www.centerforfaithstudies.org
Face book: Center-for-Faith-Studies
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Starting in September, Carlos Figueroa will be presenting a new experience called
Mindfulness Sits, in collaboration with the Mindfulness Outreach Initiative and
Convergence University. Join Carlos every month as he guides you in a journey towards
a better understanding of your spirituality. Classes run September through April.
Scholar in Residence
Rabbi Azriel will be available by appointment on Wednesday’s
between 11:30 AM-2:00 PM. To book an appointment
with him, please contact, Courtney Holiday at courtneyh@
countrysideucc.org or 402.391.0350 ext.227

ENGAGING IN WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Common Grounds Coffee House

Maybe you have noticed the changes at Common Grounds Coffee
House. It has! We are thrilled to be able to use this beautiful space for
an expanded ministry. We have gotten a fabulous start to this effort
by generous contributions for the upgrade to the commercial-grade
equipment. We are taking this opportunity to move in another direction,
as well, and that will be the products that we will be using. Our current
vendor relationship will be ending and the coffee that we will be serving
will only be fair-trade and organic. When we use to-go cups, they will
be both biodegradable and compostable. Your donations will make this
environmentally conscious effort possible, as our goal is to be a 100%
self-funding ministry. To reach this goal, you will see “suggested donation”
signs in the room.
We are so grateful for the opportunity to use this new space for the
intention of this ministry. We want to provide a familiar and comfortable
place for visitors, to be able to reach out to our community, and use
baristas as docents and as conduits between visitors and the appropriate
clergy, staff, programs and services. Volunteer baristas have been signing
up and training has already begun. As we move forward to the end of
the summer, our intention is to be open on Sunday and Wednesday
evenings and mornings when Kindernook starts their fall programming.
We will be covering special events, as well, as we did for the UCC TriState Conference.
One thing that will not be changing is the Sunday morning ministry of
Bill Bolte, Jeremy Wadhams, Mary Windle and assorted volunteers.
Their passion for that place and time is special to them and to all of us
who have come to count on that as a constant on Sunday mornings.
We look forward to serving you new and different products in new and
different ways in the Common Grounds Coffee House and we appreciate
all of your support.

Mission Sunday - August 4, both services
The youth of Countryside will be putting together everything from the
scripture readings to the music for these Sunday services. You will also
get to hear about the trips they all participated in this summer. The
COYO Jr. High went on a camping and hiking trip to Lost Wilderness,
Colorado, the Faith Singers sang their way through the upper Midwest
including stops for service projects in Flint, Michigan and Chicago,
Illinois and the COYO Sr. High spent a week on a mission trip helping
with projects in Puerto Rico after the devastation left by Hurricane
Maria in 2017. Please plan on attending and supporting the youth in
our congregation - you will not be disappointed!

Worship Series - Faith of Jesus in a Pluralistic World
Resumes August 11 - September 8
Together we’ll explore the relationship between Christianity and other
faiths – particularly how a Christian can claim fully the path of Jesus
without denying the legitimacy of other paths God may create for
humanity. In other words, it’s the perfect series to hold in our Tri-Faith
setting.

WORSHIP

Worship Planning team meets 9-Noon on
Wednesdays - on hiatus for summer.
For more information about Worship
contact Rev. Dr. Eric Elnes
Office Phone: (402) 391-0350 ext. 231
Email: erice@countrysideucc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRIES
UPCOMING EVENTS

COYO SR HIGH

Worlds of Fun * Welcome new Freshmen, August 5, 8 AM - 11 PM
Come to Worlds of Fun, bring a friend and welcome Freshmen. Trip is for incoming Freshmen
through outgoing Seniors. Includes Oceans of Fun. Cost is $30. Includes lunch.
COYO Sr High begins this year on Sunday, September 8, at 6:00 PM.
Dinner at 6 PM, and COYO Sr High (9 - 12 grade) at 6:30 (Friends, Faith, Service).
Bring a friend, or two!

Countryside Youth (CoYo) serves students in
grades 7-12. Junior and senior high students are
encouraged to participate in a wide variety of
activities that develop community, encourage
spiritual growth, and serve the wider community
in Omaha. Monthly events and summer trips are
offered to enhance youth experiences.
COYO Jr High

COYO Jr. High meets Sunday afternoon from 4:30
-6:30 PM, including dinner at 6 PM . The purpose
is to build strong and welcoming friendships, serve
the community together, and grow in faith.
Confirmation

Confirmation meets Wednesdays 6:30 -7:30 PM
during the school year. It is a two-year program
for 7th and 8th graders to explore the Phoenix
Affirmations, the Bible, and the church.
COYO Sr High

COYO Sr High meets during the school year on
Sunday evenings from 6 PM to 8 PM, including
dinner at 6 PM. The purpose is to build strong and
welcoming friendships, serve the community
together, and grow in faith.
Mission Trips

Mission trips help students get hands-on faith
experiences. Mission trips include Pine Ridge,
inner city, foreign country, and wilderness trips
that explore God’s creation.
Choirs

Faith Singers (high school) meets 4:45- 6:00 PM
Sundays and sings twice a month in church. They
also go on tour every summer.
Confirmation Singers (7-8 grade choir) meets
Wednesdays 5:45 - 6:30 PM and sings once a
month in church.

UPCOMING EVENTS

COYO JR HIGH

COYO Jr High begins this year on Sunday, September 8, at 4:30 PM
Come for Friends, Faith, and Service, 7- 8 grades. Dinner for everyone is at 6:00 PM.
Confirmation starts September 4, at 6:30 PM in Mary’s Hall
Parents are encouraged to attend the first class to hear about the confirmation requirements
and to meet the teachers. Register for confirmation at https://countrysideucc.tpsdb.com/
OnlineReg/40

ALL COYO

Mission Sunday, August 4, at both services

Participate by telling stories of the Mission Trip and the Faith Singers Tour. Let Will Howell
know if you’re in, whowell@countrysideucc.org. We also need greeters, ushers, and
communion servers, as well as readers.
Garage Sale Earns $10,000
Thank you to all those who donated and bought items at the sale. The garage sale also
builds relationships between youth group students and this year the students were much
more involved in leading the sale, being involved in the funds they were making, and
building relationships with each other.
Toward the end of the sale, a woman came in, leaving an abusive situation, having no more
to her name than what she was wearing. She was distraught and desperate, needing many
things. I told her she had come to the right place. After the sale was over, we drove three
pickups and trailers to her apartment and completely furnished her apartment and gave
her clothes and dishwares, linens and furniture to set her up for a while. To me this makes
the garage sale worth it, to help someone in need from our surplus. Thank you to all who
made this remarkable outreach happen. She is now attending the church and is so
appreciative. Thank God!

QUESTIONS?
For more information about Youth Ministries
contact Rev. Will Howell.
Cell Phone: (402) 960-0818
Office Phone: (402) 391-0350 ext. 232
Email: willh@countrysideucc.org
www.countrysideucc.org/coyo
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Piles of treasures for sale at the Annual Garage Sale

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING FOR AUGUST
August 4 - Family Worship
Our children remain in the Sanctuary for the worship service.
August 11- Children’s Church

August 25 -Children’s Church
Children start in the Santuary and proceed out after Children’s moment. Return your Tzedakah
boxes today!

Children’s Education offers programs designed
to inspire, explore, and develop a solid faith
foundation. Through story, discussion, and
experiential activities, our students embark on
a Christian path encouraged by enthusiastic
study, adventurous approach to Scripture, and
cultivation of a strong faith community.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING

Nursery

Children start in the Santuary and proceed out after Children’s moment.
August 18 - Family Worship

Core 56 Classes start September 4
On Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:30, our 5th and 6th grade group delves into scripture study
of Jesus’s ministry and work. Bring a friend! We also enjoy fellowship at lock-ins, movie nights,
and group suppers. Sign up at countrysideucc.org/learning-together/childrens-ministry/core-56/

Childcare is available during Sunday worship
and Wednesday nights from 6-8 PM (Aug. - Apr.)
for infants and toddlers ages newborn to twoyear-olds.

Holy Moly Classes start September 4
During the school year on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30, K through 4th grade students meet for
Holy Moly! A Sparkhouse curriculum teaches Bible stories with multi-media, crafts, activities,
and storytelling. Sign up at countrysideucc.org/learning-together/childrens-ministry/holy-moly/

Typically held on the first Sunday of each month,
Family Worship offers the opportunity to share
scripture, message, and communion as a family!
Children’s Bibles, books, and age-appropriate
activity bags are available.

NURSERY

Sunday School

Childcare is available during Sunday worship and Wednesday nights from 6-8 PM for infants and
toddlers ages newborn to two-year-olds.

TRI-FAITH KIDS
Visit trifaith.org/events/interplay-events/ for information about this year’s schedule. For more
information, please contact Anji Stanek at anjistanek1@gmail.com and put Tri-Faith Kids in the
subject line.

KINDERNOOK PRESCHOOL
Kindernook teachers have been busy this
summer moving into the classroom spaces and
setting up learning environments for the
children who will begin preschool on September
3. Our classrooms for the 2019-2020 school
year are full; both with new faces and with
many families from 8787 following our program
to the new location. The two-year-old class will
meet in the nursery, but our other four
classrooms are cozied up together in the
Children’s Education area. In addition to the
classrooms, we have a teacher workroom full
of the tools it takes to make our classrooms run
smoothly. We also have an art room and library!
These areas are primed for creativity and we
can’t wait to use them with the children.
We are happy to report that ALL of our
Kindernook teachers made the move from 8787
to our new space. Our director, Stacey
Carnazzo, has been with Kindernook for 16
years. The rest of the dedicated staff has been
with Kindernook for at least three and up to
12 years! It has been an amazing journey thus
far; and we have so much more to look forward
to. Teachers are excited about the nature
playground – there will be plants, rocks, sand,
water and more to explore and some great
opportunities to climb and play. The floor to
ceiling windows in the classrooms offer fantastic
views of our surroundings and let in some lovely
natural light. The main beauty of the classrooms

Family Worship

is the teachers and children that will fill the
rooms. We can’t wait for the children to arrive
and put our space to the test!
Be sure to come and see the education area
for yourself as the finishing touches are made
to the classrooms and playground areas over
the next few weeks. If you would like more
information about class times and options send
us an email at staceyc@countrysideucc.org or
call us at 402.391.0350.

Our students and teachers engage with scripture
and activities with our in-house curriculum
through Countryside’s mission and faith
practices. Sunday School is offered for students
pre-K through 6th grade.
Sunday School classes are located on the lower
level in the new building. Please follow signage.
Children’s Church

Chapel - This child-centered Worship celebrates
our faith stories with songs, scripture, and
discussion while honoring faith practices like
communion, prayer, and storytelling. It’s open
to children five years old through 6th grade.
Wednesday Night Programming - Holy Moly

Lower Level - During the school year on
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30, K through 4th
grade students meet for Holy Moly! A Sparkhouse
curriculum teaches Bible stories with multimedia, crafts, activities, and storytelling.
Wednesday Night Programming - Core 56

Lower Level - On Wednesday nights from 6:007:30, our 5th and 6th grade group delves into
scripture study of Jesus’s ministry and work.
We also enjoy fellowship at lock-ins, movie
nights, and group suppers.

New Nature Playspace

QUESTIONS?

For more information about Children’s Education
contact Rebecca Morello.
Email: rebeccam@countrysideucc.org

Reading nook in one of the classrooms
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MUSIC & ARTS MINISTRIES
ANNOUNCEMENTS
South of the Border: An Adult Choir Retreat - Saturday, August 10th, 9 AM - 3 PM
After a well-deserved break, the adult choir will kick off an exciting new “choir season”
with a fall retreat on Saturday, August 10 from 9AM-3 PM. Lunch provided - $5 suggested
donation to defray cost of meal.
It will be a day of singing, food, and fellowship, in which we will dig into some highlights
of our repertoire for the season as well as Christmas music. It is a great way for new and
returning singers to enjoy a day together and get a head start on the music - especially
if you’d like to join the choir but can’t attend every Wednesday rehearsal.
Our theme for the retreat, and for the season, is “South of the Border.” Our repertoire
has a Latin American flair, with a major work by an Argentine composer and anthems
written by immigrants and refugees. A Latin American inspired lunch and treats will be
provided.
Countryside has one of the most celebrated music
and arts ministries in Omaha. We have excellent
opportunities for expressing our faith through the
creative arts. Our halls are bustling with activity on
weekdays and Sundays as everyone brings their
unique creative talents to worship services.

Confirmation Singers

Confirmation Singers is for youth in grades 7 and
8. They rehearse on Wednesday evenings 5:45-6:30
PM in Rahab (next door to the music office). Their
rehearsals will begin on September 4.
Faith Singers

Faith Singers, for high school students, rehearses
each Sunday from 4:45-6:00 PM in the choir room.
in Rahab (next door to the music office). Their
rehearsals will begin on September 8.
Adult Choir Kick-Off Retreat

Saturday, August 10, 9 AM - 3 PM
Lunch provided - $5 suggested donation to defray
cost of meal.

If you have been considering joining choir, this is a great opportunity to get a feel for who
we are and what we are all about – no commitment required! All are welcome.
Youth Choirs Start Practicing September 4 and September 8
Confirmation Singers is for youth in grades 7 and 8. They rehearse on Wednesday evenings
from 5:45-6:30 PM in Rahab (next door to the music office). Their rehearsals will begin
on September 4.
Faith Singers, our high school choir, rehearses Sunday afternoons from 4:45-6:00 PM in
the choir room. Their rehearsals begin on September 8.
Search With All Your Heart: 2019 Faith Singers Tour
The Faith Singers had an amazing time on their tour to the Upper Midwest, which took
them to Minneapolis, Mackinac Island, Flint, Chicago, and Des Moines.
The highlight of the trip was visiting Flint, Michigan – a community forgotten by the media
and government, but still experiencing unclean water and economic destitution. Witnessing
the desperation juxtaposed against the community’s tireless optimism and solidarity was
a unique and unforgettable experience. They had the opportunity to tend to a community
garden (one of the only accessible sources of nutrition for the community) and sing with
a community choir.
The trip was a powerful combination of performance, service, and fellowship. They were
able to make a positive impact on local communities and grow closer to each other and
God – all while having fun together.
Whether through financial support, attending the home concert, packing lunches, or
prayers, we want to thank everyone in the congregation who helped make this year’s
tour a reality.

QUESTIONS?
For more information about Music & Arts Ministries
contact:
Alex Ritter
Acting Artistic Director
Email: alexr@countrysideucc.org
www.countrysideucc.org

Faith Singers on Tour - 2019, Upper Midwest
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CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
THE BOX FOR AUGUST
THE BOX for August is designated to Countryside’s Community Cupboard pantry.
We ask that you bring canned meats and protein for our pantry families. Possible
donations of canned tuna, chicken, ham, etc would be greatly appreciated. Please
bring your items to the BOX next to the Connection Link located in the Foyer. We
thank you in advance for your support.

Christian Outreach embraces opportunities that reflect
appreciation, respect, and love where there was
otherwise much neglect - providing funding and service
opportunities that nurture lasting change in our
congregation, our community, and our world.
The Box

COMMUNITY CUPBOARD
Love and… FEED Thy Neighbor
Since October 2010, Countryside’s Community Cupboard has provided groceries to
250-300 local families each month. The first Saturday of each month, with help from
many volunteers and The Food Bank of the Heartland, Countryside’s activity center
turns into a free grocery store for local families.
Community Cupboard receives a portion of our food from the USDA through the
Emergency Food Assistance Program, also known as TEFAP. No ID or additional
information is required to receive TEFAP food(s) as long as you are under the monthly
gross income limit.
Last month Countryside’s Community Cupboard served a total of 137 families which
accounted for 423 individuals. Volunteers are what make this ministry strong. If you
would like to learn more about the Community Cupboard or would like to volunteer
for a pantry, contact Mary Beth at marybethl@countrysideucc.org or
Communitycupboard@countrysideucc.org.

…is where specific items are collected each month to
address various needs. “The Suitcase” is where we
continuously collect hotel-size toiletries. Both are in the
Foyer near the Connection Link.
Community Cupboard

A large mobile food pantry takes place right here at
Countryside on the first Saturday of each month from
9:00-11:30AM. You are invited to come witness this
miracle happening!
Holiday Offerings (Christmas and Easter)

Each year the Board of Christian Outreach directs two
special mission offerings—the Christmas and Easter
offerings. These offerings are given to organizations
both locally and internationally.
Small
Small Service
Service Grant
Grants(SSG)
(SSG)

Countryside members who volunteer with local groups/
events may apply for a small service grant (SSG) of less
than $500 to cover materials and supplies. Contact us or
find the SSG request forms on the church website.

COUNTRYSIDE CORNER
In May, over 40 volunteers went through docent
training to educate the visiting public about
Countryside Community Church. Karen Fallon
and her committee put together a treasure trove
of information about the church and the
significance behind its design and the materials
used within. Each month we will share a portion
of the docent training in this new section Countryside Corner.
CROSS / BELL TOWER / ALL ARE WELCOME
Bell tower and Cross - Anyone entering the
church passes underneath the bell tower and
Cross.
For Christians, passing under the Cross is an
invitation to spiritually bow in recognition of
God’s sovereignty following the model of
Jesus – taking up our Cross daily.
For non-Christians, passing under the bell of
the bell tower is an invitation to spiritually
bow before the Divine, who is known by many
names.

Exterior design
•

Two primary materials: Terra cotta and
metal panel representing earth and sky

•

Earth: Terra cotta - handmade, textured,
earthy, deep in color, built into the slope
of the hill, heavy, solid

•

Sky: Metal panel - machine made, precise,
lightweight and light in color, extends up
above the terra cotta and doesn’t touch
the ground, angled; represents the holy
spaces of the facility

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE
If anyone bows their head physically as they
pass through the threshold, they find the
message, ALL ARE WELCOME HERE. This
message is a reminder that no matter who
you are, or what your path has been, you are
welcome in this place. This is one of
Countryside’s key beliefs: You are loved
beyond your wildest imagination!

Countryside Bell tower and cross
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LIFE MINISTRIES
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
PICNIC ON THE COMMONS - Sunday, August 18, 5;00-8;00 PM. Food music, kids activities and
fun for all ages. Halal burgers and kosher hot dogs will be provided. You are asked to bring a side
dish to share (no pork, shellfish or gelatin dishes, thank you!) Countryside Church is the host church
this year. We are currently looking for volunteers to assist with this outstanding event. Contact
Trish Hoffman-Ahrens for further details at thoffman425@gmail.com. (More information on page 11)

CONTEMPLATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY RETREAT
The Play of Shadow and Light will be Saturday, August 31, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM at Countryside
Church. Shadows and light are intricately woven together in our day to day lives of sight and in our
psyches as well. You will need to bring your own brown bag lunch, camera, laptop computer to
upload your pictures and paper for journaling. Sign ups are available at the Connection Link located
in the Foyer or you may contact Rita at remotes@outlook.com. Retreat cost: $40/person

LIFE MINISTRY ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES
Life Ministry supports and improves the
quality and “wellness” of family life. Life
Ministry strives to engage people in a wide
variety of social and educational activities
for individuals and families. It is designed
to strengthen family bonds and provide
outreach in support of family members.
Life Ministry also brings strength and
continuity to Countryside’s volunteer base
by advising staff and by serving as a conduit
between congregation and Countryside’s
Life Ministry and Volunteer programs.

QUESTIONS?
For more information about Life Ministries
contact Mary Beth Link.
Office Phone: (402) 391-0350, ext. 235
Email: marybethl@countrysideucc.org

Equality Academy: Orientation and Gender will be presented on Tuesday evening, August 13,
6:00-8:00 PM at Countryside Church and again on Saturday, August 17 from 9:00-11:30 AM. This is
a frank and open discussion exploring the basic science surrounding the biology, orientation and
gender identity of our sexuality, the impact of bias on these issues and an outline of the services
available to families, professionals and organizations. You may receive your spot by emailing: info@
EqualityAdvancement.com or by signing up at the Connection Link in the Foyer. This class is
sponsored by the Board of Life Ministry.
Parenting with Love and Logic returns on Wednesday evenings, 6:00-7:30 PM, September
11-October 23. Mary Johnston will be facilitating the class again this year. Be watching for
brochures at the Connection Link in the Foyer along with registration options. Contact Mary Beth
at marybethl@countrysideucc.org for additional information.
Earth University returns in September for six consecutive Thursday evenings. The subject for this
series is WATER. Be watching for upcoming information on the class and registration.

SOCIAL GROUP UPDATE
Ladies Lunch group will meet in Marys’ Hall at Countryside Church on Monday, August 5, beginning
at Noon. You are asked to bring your brown bag lunch, an open and welcoming heart and be ready
to enjoy great companionship and lots of laughter.
Family Activities Committee members will meet on Sunday, August 25, at 10:00 AM in Anna. RSVP
with regrets only to marybethl@countrysideucc.org.
E.T.C. will gather on Thursday, August 8, 6:30 PM at Granite City restaurant. Bring your calendars
and be ready for some planning!

VOLUNTEER CORNER
The Community Cupboard Food Pantry
Folks are needed to help set up and distribute food at the pantry on
Saturdays, August 3 and September 7. We need 60 volunteers every
month but we have an increased need for 15-20 additional
volunteers over the next few months. Hours are 7:45-11:30 AM.
Contact communitycupboard@countrysideucc.org. This institution
is an equal opportunity provider.
Thank you!
Thanks to the Board of Christian Outreach (BOCO) for hosting coffee
hour throughout the month of August. Be sure to stop one of the
board members to learn more about what Countryside’s Board of
Christian Outreach is responsible for and how you might get involved.
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Paint-a-thon Volunteers Needed! August 10 and August 17
Paint-a-thon 2019 volunteer signups are available at the Connection
Link in the Foyer. Again this year, Tom Korth has generously donated
his time to coordinate Countryside’s participation in this event.
Paint-a-thon weekends are two Saturdays in August; August 10
and 17 from approximately 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Paint-a-thon is
a mission driven organization which works directly with the elderly
and disabled folks who live east of 72nd Street in Omaha. We
provide volunteers to work with the homeowners in sprucing up
their homes with prepping for a new coat of paint, painting the
home and yard work if needed. If you are interested in learning
more about this outstanding organization, please contact either
Tom at tkorth2@gmail.com or Mary Beth at marybethl@
countrysideucc.org or stop by the Connection Link in the Foyer.

GET CONNECTED
SOCIAL GROUPS
Family Activities Committee
This group offers educational and social
opportunities that strengthen family
bonds and support all family members.
Open to families with children, birth
through 12 years old. They meet on
the 4th Sunday of each month at 10
AM in the Life Ministries Office.
Contact Mary Beth Link at marybethl@
countrysideucc.org.
Events that are Totally Cool (ETC)
This multigenerational group
encourages commitment to making
church a priority through active
participation in fun, faith and fellowship
events. Meets on the 4th Wednesday
of the month, 6:30 PM. Contact Mary
Beth at marybethl@countrysideucc.org.
Knit-n-Wit
Join in the fun as you learn to knit,
continue an existing project or teach
others to knit/crochet. Open to knitters
of all skill-levels. Meets every
Wednesday from 6 to 8 PM at Whole
Foods. Contact Jeanne Cunningham at
jkcunningham@cox.net.

Women’s Lunch Group
This multi-generational group, open to
all women, meets at noon on the 1st
Monday of each month at First Watch,
1222 S 71 St. Contact Mary Beth at
marybethl@countrysideucc.org.
Nine-to-Dine
Consisting of 9 individuals, this group
meets on a monthly basis at various
restaurants in Omaha or sometimes
someone’s home for a nice homecooked meal. Contact Mary Beth at
marybethl@countrysideucc.org.
Lunch Bunch Circle
This group meets for lunch as well as
special programming on the 2nd
Monday of each month, September
through May. Contact Gloria Ried
at g-g.ried@cox.net or 402.333.3115.

FAME (Friday Art & Music Experience)
This group dabbles with watercolor
paints and adult coloring books. We
listen to music, laugh a lot, share stories
and a pot of coffee (or two!) and enjoy
being together. Meets Fridays at 10:00
AM. Contact Pam Kregg at 402-8963866.
Men’s Breakfast Group
This group of Countryside men (all ages)
share their breakfast at 7 AM every
Tuesday morning at Rockbrook’s
Garden Café. Contact Mary Beth Link
at marybethl@countrysideucc.org.
Mahjong
This multi-generational group meets
weekly on Tuesday afternoons from
1:00-3:00 PM in the Commons. They
teach and play Mahjong with anyone
who would like to learn. Jeri Lundblad
is the coordinator of this group and you
may contact her at jeri62lynn@gmail.
com for additional information.

BOARDS & COMMITTEES

See countrysideucc.org/about-us

trifaith.org

MY THREE FAITHS
July 25, August 29, and Sept 19
Join us for conversations centered around lived
experiences of navigating spirituality and faith.
My Three Faiths is a panel discussion between
three guests of different faiths and the audience,
challenging each to walk in each other’s shoes
and experience plurality.

TRI-FAITH COMMONS UPDATE
The Tri-Faith Center will be the fourth building
on the Commons and will be the hub for
educational programs. The Tri-Faith Center
construction has begun and is set to be
complete in early 2020. Here are some new
architectural renderings of the building.

templeisraelomaha.com

TRI-FAITH PICNIC ON THE COMMONS

Sunday August 18, 5:00 – 8:00 PM
Tri-Faith Commons
13130 Faith Plaza, Omaha NE
Join us for the annual Tri-Faith Picnic on the
Commons! Food, music, kids activities and fun
for all ages. Halal burgers and kosher hot dogs
will be provided. Please bring a side dish to
share (no pork, shellfish, or gelatin, thank you).
We’ll also provide activities that will help you
get to know each other.
Music by Aly Peeler; Kyle Knapp
Bounce House
Henna Painting
Speed Dialogue
We’ll also be collecting peanut butter to donate
to the Countryside Community Cupboard Food
Pantry, so please bring a jar or two!

facebook.com/TriFaithInitiative/
facebook.com/AmericanMuslimInstitute/
facebook.com/templeisraelomaha/

HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUPS
T’ai Chi Chih®
TCC is a series of gentle movements
that can be done by anyone. This group
meets every Thursday at 9:30 AM in
the Countryside Foyer. Contact Rita
Otis at rmotis@outlook.com.
InterPlay
This interactive group meets on the
2nd Saturday of the month, 9:30 11:30 AM in the Countryside Foyer.
Contact Rita Otis at rmotis@outlook.
com.

EDUCATION GROUPS

Faith and the Environment (FatE)
This group promotes spirituality
through environmental education,
advocacy and simple acts of kindness
within Countryside and beyond. They
meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month,
6:30 PM in the Youth Room. Contact
Christy Palmer at christysuepalmer@
gmail.com.
Adult Education
See full listing under Center for Faith
Studies on page 4.

americanmusliminstitute.org

HOLIDAYS

Tishah B’Av- Aug 10 - 11
Tishah B’Av, observed on the 9th (tishah) of the Hebrew
month of Av, is a day of mourning the destruction of
both ancient Temples in Jerusalem. Liberal Judaism
never has assigned a central religious role to the ancient
Temple, so mourning the destruction of the Temple
may not be particularly meaningful to liberal Jews.
Eid al-Adha - August 10-11
Many Muslims in the United States observe
Eid-al-Adha, also known as the Feast of Sacrifice,
each year. This festival commemorates Ibrahim’s
(Abraham) willingness to sacrifice his son to
God. This festival also marks the end of the Hajj
pilgrimage to Mecca. It is a time for prayer, sharing
meals, handing out gifts and wishing one another
well.
Muharram 2019- August 31
will mark the start of New Islamic Year 1441 Hijri.
The expected Gregorian Date on 1st Muharram
1441 is 1st September, 2019 or 2nd September,
2019 depending on your location. Being the first
month of the Islamic New Year, Muharram holds
great importance in Islam. It is one of the four
sacred months in the Islamic calendar. Muharram in
its literal sense means “forbidden”.
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