BE PART OF THE
MOVEMENT
"An Anti-Racist Church is the
United Church of Christ’s
(UCC) designation for
congregations, campus
ministries, conferences, and
other settings in the UCC
which make a public,
collective commitment to the
continual and ongoing work
to actively understand,
identify, and dismantle racism
wherever they find it,
including in themselves. Antiracist churches are inspired
by the example of Jesus, to
be spiritually grounded,
engaged in self-reflection,
grow in awareness of
systems of power and
oppression, and challenge the
status quo so that all may
experience love, safety,
belonging, and dignity.
The Iowa, Nebraska, and
South Dakota Conferences
celebrate their commitment to
be Anti-Racist Conferences of
the UCC. They invite all
congregations to join in this
holy work, encourage all
churches to create and
participate in Brave Spaces
for discernment and learning,
and hope all will embrace
these or similar covenants in
their local church.

WHAT IS THE NEXT FAITHFUL STEP?
In your discernment groups please consider if you think Countryside Community Church is
ready to be committed to being an Anti-Racist Church, discern what the growing edges of our
ministries are and to cultivate anti-racism and what it will take to take the next faithful step.
Continue to utilize UCC resources, expand your learning opportunities, and engage in public
actions and prophetic witness that identify and dismantle systemic racism and oppression. Set
aside time to critically examine how the Church is impacted by and/or perpetuates historic or
systemic racism and decide together how all aspects of our ministry can be approached as
anti-racist.

A TIME FOR DISCERNMENT
As we begin to move forward and look for settled ministers, three questions have been
formulated by the Church Council to help us begin the discernment process:
1. How do we want to be challenged spiritually and intellectually.
2. What is our call to serve?
3. What does it mean to be the Christian partner of the Tri-Faith Initiative?
To get the conversations started, we will be offering:
Small group meetings which will take place in homes, on Zoom and at the church.
They will be made up of 6-12 church members who, together, will meet and talk about
their hopes and prayers for Countryside as well as answer the three questions (above).
Learning/listening sessions are another component of our discernment process.
These will be opportunities to learn about the United Church of Christ, our leadership
model and more about the United Church of Christ search and call process.
Congregational information meetings will be used as another opportunity to get
involved and also to provide feedback from the small groups. Here is where you will
receive updates and share in the search and call process for settled ministers
Lastly, we will provide feedback opportunities to respond to the output of our small
groups and to allow for the most common themes to come to the surface.
To register for a small group go to:
countrysideucc.org/register

