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Order of Worship Sunday, May 10, 2026

T Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand.
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

COMMUNITY TIME (9:55) Adam Witte

PRELUDE Glorious Morn Brenda E. Austin
Countryside Ringers

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Before we built our sanctuaries —

Many: You were here.

One: Before we named you, before we had the language —

Many: You were here.

One: In the city and the countryside, in the temple and the street —
Many: You were already here.

One: We come not to bring God to this place —

Many: But to open our eyes to the God who has never left. Amen.

+PASSING OF THE PEACE Peace | loave wilh yous
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Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.
John 14:27

+tHYMN OF RESPONSE All Are Welcome (vs. 1-2)

CHILDREN'S MOMENT Heather Moran
Children are invited to join Heather for a lesson at the chancel and then head to Discovery Kids
classes. Nursery is available for children birth-pre-k.

SUNG RESPONSE Go Now in Peace (x 2)
Go now in peace, go now in peace,
may the love of God surround you
everywhere, everywhere, you may go



tearing The Yord

FIRST LESSON: Acts 17:22-31 Reader: Dave Lundblad
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely spiritual you are
in every way. For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From
one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God
and perhaps fumble about for him and find him - though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, 100, are his offspring.’

“Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which
he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

MUSICAL REFLECTION Christ, Surround Them Becky Sun
Countryside Choir

POEM The Summer Day Mary Oliver
Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

Who made the world?

Who made the swan, and the black bear?

Who made the grasshopper?

This grasshopper, | mean—

the one who has flung herself out of the grass,

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down—
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes.



Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face.
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.

| don't know exactly what a prayer is.

| do know how to pay attention, how to fall down

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass,

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields,
which is what | have been doing all day.

Tell me, what else should | have done?

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?

Tell me, what is it you plan to do

with your one wild and precious life?

MESSAGE The Power of Noticing Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

Respondding To The Yford

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OUR GIFTS Adam Witte
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100% dependent
on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for all the ways
you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

We have been given life and breath and all things.
We return a portion now, with grateful hands.

Use it, as you use all things, for love. Amen.

tSENDING HYMN Hymn #83 Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth

TBENEDICTION



POSTLUDE Toccata in Seven John Rutter

Countryside Choir, Countryside Ringers - Adam Witte, director
Alex Ritter, organ and piano

Sunday Flowers This Week
Flowers were given today by Cathy and Rick Maclnnes.
In loving memory of our mothers, Janice C. Eicher and Ruth K. Maclnnes.

?0%5 & @Wﬂg

Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list every week on Thursdays at 9 am in the Sanctuary. If you have someone who would
benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on the bulletin list, and /or be included on
Countryside’s Prayer Chain, contact the church office at 402.391.0350 or email
office@countrysideucc.org.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

Chris Gilmore, who has asked for prayers for members of her family, has received some good news.
Alec Huber received a positive report from his latest brain tumor scan. The tumor is no longer
growing, and his prognosis has improved. We also give thanks that 11-year-old Issiah, who has
experienced complications from a heart condition he has had since birth, is doing much better.

Congratulations to Peggy Boot and Bill Barnard who married at Countryside on Saturday, May 2 in the
Chapel.

We share joy with Miller family as Derek has completed his four rounds of chemotherapy. He is now
awaiting some follow-up tests.

Pam Govier and Don Sarton are delighted to announce their engagement and celebration of the
Covenant of Marriage on Sunday, September 6 at 3 pm at Chambers Chapel, The Protestant Church
on the Boys Town Campus. All are welcome to share in this joyous occasion.

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:
Phil (Donna) Dudley was recently hospitalized after a heart attack. He is now back at home and doing
well after receiving two stents. He will return this coming week for two more stents. Prayers for his

return procedure and for healing.

Prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. After
being hospitalized with an infection, she is back home and beginning chemotherapy.



Continued prayers for Johnna Roberts as she heals and rehabs after surgery.

Molly Anderson asks for prayers for her dear friend Rachel who is dealing with both physical and
mental issues.

Wilma Hoth, mother of Connie Witte and grandmother of Adam Witte, passed away on Friday, May 1.
Services will be held at St. Timothy's Lutheran in Omaha at 2 pm on Wednesday, May 13.

Dave Wingert shoulder replacement surgery on Monday went well. Continued prayers for a speedy
recovery.

Countryside’s The Art of Home Initative

The Art of Home celebrates the creativity of local and regional artists by featuring their work on
Countryside’s Sunday bulletin covers, service slides, YouTube tiles, and social media. Each piece
reflects the spirit of our community—rooted in this place, shaped by the people who call it home, and
open to the beauty that surrounds us. Through this ongoing project, we honor the gifts of local artistry
while weaving them into our shared experience of worship and belonging.

On the Cover

Throughout May, the front of our Sunday bulletin will feature artwork created by the talented young
artists of Kindernook! Each year, all of Kindernook’s students—84 amazing children this year—create
their own special masterpiece as part of a fundraiser called Our Amazing Artists.

Their artwork is transformed into keepsakes like keychains, mugs, pillowcases, and more, making it
possible for families to treasure these one-of-a-kind creations while supporting a meaningful cause.
This fundraiser typically raises around $700 for Kindernook’s scholarship fund. This year, five families
are receiving scholarship support, and they’re hoping to exceed their goal!

As you enjoy these colorful covers each week, celebrate the creativity, imagination, and joy of the
Countryside community’s youngest artists—and the way their gifts help make Kindernook accessible
to more families.

For more information on Kindernook or the Our Amazing Artists project, contact Anne Jackson at
annej@countrysideucc.org.

Countryside Giving

Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s
mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!
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