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Order of Worship May 17, 2026

T Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand.
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

(rolhering

COMMUNITY TIME (9:55) Adam Witte
PRELUDE Alone Together Arthur Schwartz / Howard Dietz
WELCOME Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

tCALL TO WORSHIP

One: Look around you — this is the family of things.

Many: We belong to each other, and we belong to God.

One: Today we baptize, we welcome, we celebrate, we release —
Many: And in all of it, we are held.

One: Come, let us worship the God who never stops claiming us.
Many: Whose love is the air that receives us. Amen..

Peoce | leave Wik yous
PASSING OF THE PEACE my peace I give you. I do not
One: The Peace of God be with you. | give to you as the world gives.
Many: And also with you. Do not let your hearts be

troubled and do not be afraid.
John 14:27

tHYMN OF RESPONSE All Are Welcome (vs. 2)
CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES RECOGNITION Heather Moran & Jenny Shultz-Thomas

Recognizing Discovery Kids, Nursery, Children’s Choir, and Youth Volunteers and Staff
(Thanksgiving for the services of Heather Moran and Ryan Hunter)

DISCOVERY KIDS CHOIR
Children are invited to join Heather for a lesson at the chancel and then head to Discovery Kids
classes. Nursery is available for children birth-pre-k.



SUNG RESPONSE Go Now in Peace (x 2)
Go now in peace, go now in peace,
may the love of God surround you
everywhere, everywhere, you may go.

tHearing The Yford

FIRST LESSON: John 17:1-11 Reader: Nancy Cohen
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth by finishing the work that
you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had in your
presence before the world existed. “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know
that everything you have given me is from you, for the words that you gave to me | have given to them,
and they have received them and know in truth that | came from you, and they have believed that you
sent me. | am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those
whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been
glorified in them. And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one.

MUSICAL REFLECTION May Christ Be Seen in Me Lois DeHoff / Evelyn Lykens
Adam Witte, baritone

SECOND LESSON: Poem Wild Geese by Mary Oliver Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
You do not have to be good.

You do not have to walk on your knees

for a hundred miles through the desert repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal of your body
love what it loves.

Tell me about despair, yours, and | will tell you mine.
Meanwhile the world goes on.

Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain
are moving across the landscapes,

over the prairies and the deep trees,



Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,

are heading home again.

Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,

the world offers itself to your imagination,

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting -

over and over announcing your place in the family of things.

MESSAGE Showing Up in our Family of Things Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

Cosponafing To The Word

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OUR GIFTS Adam Witte
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100% dependent
on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for all the ways
you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Holy God, we bring what we have — our gifts, our time, our very selves —

as those who know we are already held by you.

May these offerings extend your belonging to a world that is desperate to know it. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF MEMBERSHIP and BAPTISM Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
Baptisms: Michael Herold, Jamie Worcester



SERVICE OF COMMUNION Rev. Charlene Wozny

Invitation to the Table

One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to God.

One: Let us give thanks to the God of love.
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Remembrance

As you are able, please come forward to receive the bread and cup. If you prefer to take communion in
your seat, raise your hand and a server will bring the elements to you. At Countryside, we serve gluten-
free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice to support a diversity of needs. Communion cups may be
discarded in the basket as you leave the sanctuary.

Healing Prayer

Anyone is welcome to join Rev. Dr. Norman Pavey in the prayer corner in the rear of the sanctuary. You
are invited to share a prayer request for yourself or others, and receive a prayer of blessing or anointing
with oil as a reminder that God'’s presence is with you.

Communion Meditation Dindi Anténio Carlos Jobim / Ray Gilbert

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks, gracious God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us your presence.
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage
and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

1SENDING HYMN Hymn #609 Take My Life, and Let It Be (vs. 1, 6)
tBENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
POSTLUDE There Will Never Be Another You Harry Warren / Mack Gordon

Matt Wallace, sax - Alex Ritter, organ and piano
Carlos Figueroa, drums - Steve Gomez, bass



?@% & @Wﬂs

Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list every week on Thursdays at 9 am in the Sanctuary. If you have someone who would
benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on the bulletin list, and /or be included on
Countryside’s Prayer Chain, contact the church office at 402.391.0350 or email
office@countrysideucc.org.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We share a joy with Miller family as Derek has completed his 4 rounds of chemotherapy.He is now
awaiting some follow-up test results.

Pam Govier and Don Sarton are delighted to announce their engagement and celebration of the
Covenant of Marriage on Sunday, September 6 at 3 pm at Chambers Chapel, The Protestant Church
on the Boys Town Campus. All are welcome to share in this joyous occasion.

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

Prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. After
being hospitalized with an infection, she is back home and beginning chemotherapy.

Continued prayers for Johnna Roberts as she heals and rehabs after surgery.

Phil (Donna) Dudley was recently hospitalized after a heart attack. He is now back at home and doing
well after receiving two stents. Phil received two more stents and is recovering. Prayers for his
continued healing.

Molly Anderson asks for prayers for her dear friend Rachel who is dealing with both physical and
mental issues.

Mary Jo (Larry) Weiss requests prayers for comfort and peace of mind for Larry as his health took a
turn for the worse.

Sunday Flowers This Week
Flowers were given today by Deborah Hickman.
This Bouquet is in remebrance of Ralph hickman, husband of Deborah Hickman.



Discovery Kids Teachers

Joan Allen Kathy DeBoer
Jeff Arens Donna Dudley
Necole Arens Leah Georges
Amber Bartling Mary Harding
Stacey Carnazzo Amy Kampfe
Earl Cohen Christine Kuyper

Hannah Minor

Children’s Choir Leaders

Heather Moran - Director Todd Samland
Joanna Murnan Kathleen Samland
Deb Norman Teya Thai
Susie Owens Amanda Underwood
Amy Phillips Judy Waible
Vicki Roy Andy West

Metta West

Wednesday Wonders Leaders

Shannon Shultz-Thomas - Children’s Choir Director Sarah Beutler

Adam Witte - Director of Worship and Arts

Faith Explorers Volunteers
Ryan Hunter - Interim Director

Joe Roy

Vicki Roy

Shannon Shultz-Thomas

Brian and Leah Anderson

Monet Davies
Anne Jackson - Director
Kirstin Neiderbuhl

Jake and Bailey Krueger

David Profenna and Quanecia Fraser Janie Rowan

Carol Fichter
Joe and Ann Henkin
Chris and Kristie Jay

Pat Shafer

Michael Herold and Kate Sheehan
Curt and Molly Witzenberg

Jamie Worcester



Countryside’s The Art of Home Initative

The Art of Home celebrates the creativity of local and regional artists by featuring their work on
Countryside’s Sunday bulletin covers, service slides, YouTube tiles, and social media. Each piece
reflects the spirit of our community—rooted in this place, shaped by the people who call it home, and
open to the beauty that surrounds us. Through this ongoing project, we honor the gifts of local artistry
while weaving them into our shared experience of worship and belonging.

On the Cover

For the next five weeks, the front of our Sunday bulletin will feature artwork created by the talented
young artists of Kindernook! Each year, all of Kindernook’s students—84 amazing children this year—
create their own special masterpiece as part of a fundraiser called Our Amazing Artists.

Their artwork is transformed into keepsakes like keychains, mugs, pillowcases, and more, making it
possible for families to treasure these one-of-a-kind creations while supporting a meaningful cause.
This fundraiser typically raises around $700 for Kindernook’s scholarship fund. This year, five families
are receiving scholarship support, and they're hoping to exceed their goal!

As you enjoy these colorful covers each week, celebrate the creativity, imagination, and joy of the
Countryside community’s youngest artists—and the way their gifts help make Kindernook accessible
to more families.

For more information on Kindernook or the Our Amazing Artists project, contact Anne Jackson at
annej@countrysideucc.org.

Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s
mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!
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