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COMMUNITY TIME (9:55)                                                                                                                                Adam Witte 

PRELUDE
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
WELCOME                                                                                                                           Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: In the beginning, God created — and called it good. 
Many: Light and water, creature and companion — all of it good. 
One: God created us — not alone, but for each other. 
Many: We were made for this. For community. For love.
One: We forget. We pull away. We go it alone. 
Many: And still we are called back — to show up, to belong. 
One: Come, let us worship together. 
Many: We are here. This is enough. Amen.

†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: The Peace of God be with you.  
Many: And also with you. 

†HYMN OF RESPONSE                           Hymn #58 Many and Great, O God               

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                                                                 Heather Moran
Children are invited to join Heather for a lesson at the chancel. Nursery is available for children birth-pre-k.         

Gathering

Order of Worship Sunday, May 31, 2026

† Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand. 
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives.

Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; 

SUNG RESPONSE                                              Go Now in Peace (x 2)
 Go now in peace, go now in peace,
 may the love of God surround you

 everywhere, everywhere, you may go



FIRST LESSON: Matthew 28:16-20                                                                                                     Reader: Leslie Day 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw
him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

MUSICAL REFLECTION                                                 I Will Go                                 Steve Green / Douglas McKelvey
Adam Witte, baritone

SECOND LESSON: "Sabbath Poem X" (1982) by Wendell Berry                               Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
The dark around us, come,
Let us meet here together,
Members one of another,
Here in our holy room,
Here on our little floor,
Here in the daylit sky,
Rejoicing mind and eye,
Rejoining known and knower,
Light, leaf, foot, hand, and wing,
Such order as we know,
One household, high and low,
And all the earth shall sing.

MESSAGE                                        Showing Up Together                                               Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

Hearing the Word

Responding to the Word

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen. 

SHARING OUR GIFTS                                                                                                                                         Adam Witte
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information about
how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also to contribute to
Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). 



†SENDING HYMN                              Hymn #714 For the Fruits of All Creation

†BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                                                                

Alex Ritter, organ and piano - Adam Witte, vocals

Joys & Concerns

Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and Concerns list
every week on Thursdays at 9 am in the Sanctuary. If you have someone who would benefit from prayer, want to
share a joy or be included on the bulletin list, and /or be included on Countryside’s Prayer Chain, contact the
church office at 402.391.0350 or email office@countrysideucc.org.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We share a joy with the Miller family as Derek has completed his four rounds of chemotherapy. He also
underwent a lung biopsy, and the results were negative for cancer.

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

Prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia and is
undergoing chemotherapy.

Trevor (Chloe) Spanel asks for prayers for Trevor’s cousin, Morgan Spanel, who was injured in a serious car
accident. Prayers for healing and strength during her continued recovery, and prayers as well for her husband
and two young children.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
God of all creation, you made us for each other - and so we give. Not out of obligation, but out of belonging.
May these gifts build up the community you dreamed of in the beginning, and extend the table to those still
searching for a place in it. Amen.

Countryside Giving
Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s

mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!


