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COMMUNITY TIME (9:55)                                                                                                                  Adam Witte 

PRELUDE                                                                    Favela                                                Antônio Carlos Jobim 

WELCOME & †CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
One: In the desert, in the pews, in the middle of the street—
Many: God meets us here.
One: Face to face and in our dreams, when we seek God’s face, turn our ears and open our hearts—
Many: God meets us here.
One: Meet us now, O God, in the midst of all things big and small.
Many: In the places that scare us, in the places where we feel small.
One: Meet us here, O God—
Many: And walk with us through it all.                                                      
                                         

†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 One: The Peace of God be with you.  
 Many: And also with you. 

†HYMN OF RESPONSE                       Hymn #595 Be Thou My Vision (vs. 1)

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                           Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Children are invited  to come forward for a time with Pastor Maggie at the chancel, then return to their
caregivers for the remainder of worship. Nursery is available for children birth-pre-K.

SUNG RESPONSE                                        Go Now in Peace (x 2)
 Go now in peace, go now in peace,
 may the love of God surround you

 everywhere, everywhere, you may go.

Order of Worship June 21, 2026

† Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand. 
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

Gathering

my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; 



Hearing the Word

FIRST LESSON: Psalm 86:1–10, 16–17                                                                             Reader: Pam Kregg
Incline your ear, O God, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. Preserve my life, for I am devoted to
you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God; be gracious to me, O God, for to you do I cry
all day long. Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O God, I lift up my soul. For you, O God, are
good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. Give ear, O God, to my prayer;
listen to my cry of supplication. In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me. There is
none like you among the gods, O God, nor are there any works like yours. All the nations you have
made shall come and bow down before you, O God, and shall glorify your name. For you are great and
do wondrous things; you alone are God.
                                                                       
MUSICAL REFLECTION                                 He’s Been Faithful                                             TaRanda Greene

Shannon Shultz-Thomas, soprano

SECOND LESSON: Genesis 21:8–21                                                               
The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.
But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son
Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave
woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on
account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because
of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that
offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also,
because he is your offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of
water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she
departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.
When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and
sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me
look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God
heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What
troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up
the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her
eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.
God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became an expert with the bow.
He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

MESSAGE                                              The God Who Sees                              Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas



PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OUR GIFTS                                                                                             Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100 percent
dependent on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for
all the ways you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!

†DOXOLOGY 

SONG OF RESPONSE                                   The God Who Sees                                                   Nicole Mullen 
                                                                       Adam Witte, baritone

Responding to the Word



SERVICE OF COMMUNION                                                                                 Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
Invitation to the Table 
One: The Lord be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift them to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to the God of love. 
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Words of Remembrance 
As you are able, please come forward to receive the bread and cup. If you prefer to take communion in
your seat, raise your hand and a server will bring the elements to you. At Countryside, we serve gluten-
free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice to support a diversity of needs. Communion cups may be
discarded in the bins on the front pews after receiving the elements.

Healing Prayer 
Anyone is welcome to join Rev. Dr. Norman Pavey in the prayer corner in the rear of the sanctuary. You
are invited to share a prayer request for yourself or others, and receive a prayer of blessing or anointing
with oil as a reminder that God’s presence is with you. 

Communion Hymn                                  Hymn #414 Eat this Bread  
Eat this bread, drink this cup,

come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup,

trust in me and you will not thirst.

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks, gracious God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us your presence.
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage
and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
God who sees-- We bring to you today the gifts of our lives and the works of our hands. Use these
gifts to bring abundance to tables far and wide, peace to conflicts near and far, and presence to us
all. Amen. 



Sending 

†SENDING HYMN                        Hymn #24 The God of Abraham Praise

†BENEDICTION                                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas 

POSTLUDE                                                               Bolivia                                                                 Cedar Walton 

Shannon Shultz-Thomas & Adam Witte, vocalists - Matt Wallace, sax 
Alex Ritter, organ and piano

Carlos Figueroa, drums - Steve Gomez, bass

Countryside Giving
Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s

mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!

Sunday Flowers This Week
Flowers were given today by James Graf,

  honoring the memory of John and Nancy Graf and Mary Graf.



Joys & Concerns
Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list every week on Thursdays at 9 am in the Sanctuary. If you have someone who would
benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on the bulletin list, and /or be included on
Countryside’s Prayer Chain, contact the church office at 402.391.0350 or email
office@countrysideucc.org.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We celebrate with Margie and Glenn Phillips; their 9-year-old granddaughter Divina went home June
17 following her surgery for neurofibromatosis. We continue to pray for her healing and comfort as
she recovers at home. 

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

Our love and prayers surround Earl, Nancy, and Rachel Cohen as they mourn the death of their
beloved Kris. Service details will be shared as they are confirmed.

Continued prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, and is undergoing chemotherapy.

Prayers for Keith (Reva) Karstens who is in acute rehab following surgery on June 4.
 
Johnna Roberts asks for prayers for healing as she is recovering from a broken leg and her husband
Gregoty Atkinson is in the hospital with pulmonary issues.
 
Prayers for Rita Otis who had surgery on June 16.



On the Cover

What is most striking to you about this piece? • What parts of the image are your eyes most drawn to,
and what parts did you quickly brush by? • How is the imagery cohesive with the scripture? • If you were
to paint this text, what imagery, colors, and details might you include?

Hagar has every reason to feel God has abandoned her, but she
still cries out in the wilderness and asks God to not let her look
on the death of her child. She’s not asking for much. All she asks
is for God to hold back tragedy from her. 

God opens her eyes and she finds a well of water and nurtures
her son. She nourishes a great nation. She carries the weight of a
nation on her shoulders. For me, Hagar is an icon of strength and
sustenance in those dry desert places. She is a well for her son

Clear Vision
Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by Genesis 21:8-21, Hagar & Ishmael are Cast Away

Look 

and for many. In the image her hair waves and becomes the water that keeps her and Ishmael alive. 

Her eyes are saturated and full, holding the grace that God so freely offered her, the grace that
humanity withheld from her. The pattern of her garments echo her clear vision, and the many people of
the great nation she holds shimmer around Ishmael’s face like countless stars in the sky. 

Artist Reflection


