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Matthew 14:13-21, Stushie Art



COMMUNITY TIME (9:55)                                                                                                                  Adam Witte 

PRELUDE                                                       All the Things You Are         Jerome Kern / Oscar Hammerstein 

WELCOME & †CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                     
One: We gather here in hope and anticipation,
Many: Seeking an encounter with our Holy God.
One: The one who comes among us when we least expect it,
Many: Who invites us to wrestle with our questions and doubts,
One: Who blesses us, and calls us each by name.
Many: Let’s worship God together!
Amen. 
                                    
†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 One: The Peace of God be with you.  
 Many: And also with you. 

†HYMN OF RESPONSE                               All Are Welcome (vs. 3)

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                                               Rev. Judy Waible 
Children are invited to come forward for a story with Judy at the chancel, then return to their
caregivers for the remainder of worship. Nursery is available for children birth-pre-K.

SUNG RESPONSE                                        Go Now in Peace (x 2)
 Go now in peace, go now in peace,
 may the love of God surround you

 everywhere, everywhere, you may go.

Order of Worship August 2, 2026

† Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand. 
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

Gathering

my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerome_Kern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Hammerstein_II


Hearing the Word

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 32:22-31                                                                                  Reader: Nancy Cohen
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that
he had. Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he
did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as
he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let
you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the
man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with
humans and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is
it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I
have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel,
limping because of his hip.

MUSICAL REFLECTION                              Morgen! (Morning!)                                                Richard Strauss
                                                                   Adam Steinbach, baritone

SECOND LESSON: Matthew 14:13-21                                                                Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a
great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples
came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so
that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not
go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and
two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled, and
they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women and children.

MESSAGE                                                        Naming Hope                                Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey



PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OUR GIFTS                                                                                                                           Adam Witte 
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100 percent
dependent on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for
all the ways you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!

†DOXOLOGY 

Responding to the Word

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
God of justice and peace, we offer back to you the gifts of our lives in time, talent and treasure. Use
these gifts to further your mission in the world, and use us to shine your light for all to see. Amen. 



SERVICE OF COMMUNION                                                                                    Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Invitation to the Table 
One: The Lord be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift them to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to the God of love. 
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Words of Remembrance 
As you are able, please come forward to receive the bread and cup. If you prefer to take communion in
your seat, raise your hand and a server will bring the elements to you. At Countryside, we serve gluten-
free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice to support a diversity of needs. Communion cups may be
discarded in the bins on the front pews after receiving the elements.

Healing Prayer 
Anyone is welcome to join Rev. Dr. Norman Pavey in the prayer corner in the rear of the sanctuary. You
are invited to share a prayer request for yourself or others, and receive a prayer of blessing or anointing
with oil as a reminder that God’s presence is with you. 

Communion Meditation                                       Warm Valley                                                     Duke Ellington 
                     
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks, gracious God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us your presence.
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage
and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Sending 

†SENDING HYMN                                   Hymn #419 All Who Hunger

†COUNTRYSIDE BLESSING                                                                                                             Nancy Cohen 

POSTLUDE                                                     Coming Home Baby                                                        Earl Hagan

Adam Steinbach, vocalist - Matt Wallace, sax
Alex Ritter, organ and piano - Carlos Figueroa, drums - Steve Gomez, bass



Joys & Concerns
Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list. If you have someone who would benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on
the bulletin list, and /or be included in Countryside’s Thursday morning prayer group, contact Rev.
Maggie Kennedy Morey at maggiekm@countrysideucc.org or (402) 884-8025.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We celebrate this month the gift of having heard messages from Rev. Roberto Ochoa, Rabbi Benjamin
Sharff, and Imam Ibrahim Ashour.

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

We pray for Laurie Sample and her caregivers, as she undergoes surgery for pancreatic cancer.

Johnna Roberts asks for prayers as she navigates care for her husband Greg.

We pray with Sheila Christian for her son, Brian, who is dealing with ongoing health issues.

Continued prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, and is undergoing chemotherapy.

We continue to pray for Keith (Reva) Karstens who is now home following a stay in acute rehab.

Countryside Giving

Imagine More - Build What You Believe. What does a young person
learn when they see their community invest in what it believes?

Everything. 


