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Therefore, I Will Hope, Jan Richardson



COMMUNITY TIME (9:55)                                                                                                                  Adam Witte 

PRELUDE                                                                  Windows                                                               Chick Corea 

WELCOME & †CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                      Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
One: We gather this day, stranger, friend, guest and family;
All: Known and unknown, all loved by God.
One: We gather to worship,
All: To offer concern and joy, 
One: To hold on to hope, 
All: To be reminded to love as we have been loved.
Amen.

                                                              
†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 One: The Peace of God be with you.  
 Many: And also with you. 

†HYMN OF RESPONSE                                All Are Welcome (vs. 1)

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                                              David McGinness
Children are invited to come forward for a time with David at the chancel, then return to their
caregivers for the remainder of worship. Nursery is available for children birth through pre-K.

SUNG RESPONSE                                        Go Now in Peace (x 2)
 Go now in peace, go now in peace,
 may the love of God surround you

 everywhere, everywhere, you may go.
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† Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand. 
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

Gathering

my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; 



Hearing the Word

FIRST LESSON: Romans 8:26-39                                                                                          Reader: Leslie Day
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. And God, who searches hearts, knows what
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to
Gods purpose. For those whom God foreknew God also predestined to be conformed to the image of
God’s Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom God
predestined God also called, and those whom God called God also justified, and those whom God
justified God also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? God who did not
withhold God’s own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will God not with him also give us
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who
also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

MUSICAL REFLECTION                                    Sabbath Prayer                                                   Harnick / Bock
Bruce and France Blanchard, vocalists

Alex Ritter, organ



SECOND LESSON: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52                                                                  Rev. Roberto Ochoa 
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.
So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out
of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

MESSAGE                                            Hope in the Tradition That Holds Us
                                                Rev. Roberto Ochoa, Nebraska Conference Minister 



Responding to the Word
PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                     Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OUR GIFTS                                                                                                                           Adam Witte 
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight Table in the Narthex for more
information about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and
Fingerprints, and also to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget).
Countryside is 100 percent dependent on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our
church. We are grateful for all the ways you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!

†DOXOLOGY 

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
God of Hope, we come to you with open eyes and open hearts. Call us to give of ourselves and of our
lives, and make abundant the gifts we offer. Use our offerings to bring love and light to a world
longing for your peace. Amen. 



Sending 

†SENDING HYMN                          Hymn #700 O Day of God, Draw Nigh

†BENEDICTION                                                                                                                       Rev. Roberto Ochoa 

POSTLUDE                                                        The Jody Grind                                                         Horace Silver 

Bruce and France Blanchard, vocalists 
Matt Wallace, sax - Alex Ritter, organ and piano

Greg Ahl, drums - Steve Gomez, bass

Sunday Flowers This Week
Flowers were given today by the Phil Johnson Family in memory of Sally Johnson. 

 YOU ARE ALWAYS ON OUR MINDS.

Imagine More
Progressive faith isn't a given — it's a choice. And it's

sustained by members like you. Countryside is entirely
member funded. Countrysideucc.org/imaginemore



Joys & Concerns
Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list. If you have someone who would benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on
the bulletin list, and /or be included in Countryside’s Thursday morning prayer group, contact Rev.
Maggie Kennedy Morey at maggiekm@countrysideucc.org or (402) 884-8025.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We celebrate this month the gift of having heard messages from Rev. Roberto Ochoa, Rabbi Benjamin
Sharff, and Imam Ibrahim Ashour. 

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

We pray with Mary Jo Barbush-Wiess following the death of her husband, Larry Weiss, on May 19.
Larry’s celebration of life service at Metropolitan Community Church of Greater St. Louis was on
Saturday, July 25.

Our prayers are with the family and congregation of Rev. Dr. Jim Harmon, visitation pastor at First
Central Congregational UCC. Rev. Dr. Harmon passed away on Saturday, July 18, following a heart
attack; his Memorial Service was Thursday, July 23. 

We pray for Laurie Sample and her caregivers as she undergoes surgery for pancreatic cancer.  

Johnna Roberts asks for prayers as she navigates care for her husband, Greg. 

We pray for peace and comfort for Linda Lovgren and her family after the passing of her sister-in-law,
Linda Gallagher of Lincoln, Nebraska. 

We pray with Sheila Christian for her son, Brian, who is dealing with ongoing health issues. 

Continued prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, and is undergoing chemotherapy. 

We continue to pray for Keith (Reva) Karstens who is now home following a stay in acute rehab. 



What We Keep 

No one remembers
who planted that first oak—

the one that shades the picnic tables,
whose branches hold
the children's swings,
whose roots have quietly
cracked and lifted the sidewalk
inch by relentless inch.

Someone planted it.

Someone believed
that years from then
another family,
another child,
another weary traveler
would need its shade.

Faith is often like that.

We inherit more
than stories.

We inherit songs
whose words we do not always know,
parables passed down like family recipes,
hands that fold in prayer
almost without thinking.

And somehow, through it all,
hope is handed down
life to life—
until it reaches ours.

Not so we can preserve it,
leaves pressed between pages.

But so we can plant it again.

Another tree.

Another table.

Another place
where strangers become neighbors
and neighbors become friends.

The kin-dom of God
has always grown this way—

quietly,
patiently,

one life
making room
for another.

C. Kasel


