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Where God Grows, Jan Richardson



COMMUNITY TIME (9:55)                                                                                                                  Adam Witte 

PRELUDE                                                                     Estaté                                 Bruno Martino / Joel E. Siegel 

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER                                                                       Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
                                    
†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 One: The Peace of God be with you.  
 Many: And also with you. 

†HYMN OF RESPONSE                             All Are Welcome (vs. 3)

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM (see baptismal booklets)
Lucy and Luke, daughter and son of Kristi and Chris Jay  
Kaiya, daughter of Tyra and Matthew Rohlfs 

Invitation & Address 
Covenented Promises 
Act of Baptism
Baptismal Prayer 
Hymn                                                           Welcome, Child of God

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                          Blessing of the Backpacks                  Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Children are invited to come forward for a time with Pastor Maggie at the chancel, then return to their
caregivers for the remainder of worship. Nursery is available for children birth-pre-K.

SUNG RESPONSE                                        Go Now in Peace (x 2)
 Go now in peace, go now in peace,
 may the love of God surround you

 everywhere, everywhere, you may go.

Order of Worship August 16, 2026

† Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand. 
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

Gathering



Hearing the Word
FIRST LESSON: Psalm 133                                                                                                 Reader: Joyce Davis
How very good and pleasant it is
    when kindred live together in unity!
It is like the precious oil on the head,
    running down upon the beard,
on the beard of Aaron,
    running down over the collar of his robes.
It is like the dew of Hermon,
    which falls on the mountains of Zion.
For there the Lord ordained his blessing,
    life forevermore. 
                                                                       
MUSICAL REFLECTION                                Amazing Grace                                            arr. Cathy Moklebust

Adam Witte, handbells - Alex Ritter, piano     

SECOND LESSON: Matthew 15:21–28                                                                                  David McGinness
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him,
saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman,
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that
moment.

MESSAGE                                    Hope in God’s Wide Table                             Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Responding to the Word



SHARING OUR GIFTS                                                                                             Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey 
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100 percent
dependent on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for
all the ways you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!

†DOXOLOGY 

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
God of justice and peace, we offer back to you the gifts of our lives in time, talent and treasure. Use
these gifts to further your mission in the world, and use us to shine your light for all to see. Amen. 

SERVICE OF COMMUNION                                                                                   Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Invitation to God’s Wide Table 
One: The Lord be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift them to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to the God of love. 
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Words of Remembrance 
As you are able, please come forward to receive the bread and cup. If you prefer to take communion in
your seat, raise your hand and a server will bring the elements to you. At Countryside, we serve gluten-
free bread and non-alcoholic grape juice to support a diversity of needs. Communion cups may be
discarded in the bins on the front pews after receiving the elements.

Healing Prayer 
Anyone is welcome to join Rev. Dr. Norman Pavey in the prayer corner in the rear of the sanctuary. You
are invited to share a prayer request for yourself or others, and receive a prayer of blessing or anointing
with oil as a reminder that God’s presence is with you. 

Communion Meditation                                        Star Eyes                                       Don Raye / Gene de Paul 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks, gracious God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us your presence.
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage
and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Sending 

†SENDING HYMN             Hymn #575 Come and Find the Quiet Center (vs. 3)

†BENEDICTION                                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas 

POSTLUDE                                                      Samba de Orfeu                                 Luiz Bonfá / Antonio Maria 

Matt Wallace, sax 
Alex Ritter, organ and piano

Carlos Figueroa, drums - Mark Luebbe, bass

Countryside Giving
Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s

mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!



Joys & Concerns

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We celebrate the beginning of this new school year and pray for our students and teachers at the start
of this new season.
 
Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

Chris Gilmore asks for prayers for her family and her sister, Jane O’Connor, following Jane’s diagnosis
with Alzheimer's. We pray for comfort and that the family finds the support and resources they need.
  
We pray for strength and comfort for Kitty and Tif Pilypaitis. Their son Jaxon was born sleeping
August 05. There will be a memorial on August 29 at 2 pm in the sanctuary.
 
David (Amy) Worth asks for prayers of comfort and healing as he has been hospitalized with
pneumonia.

We pray with Sheila Christian for her son, Brian, who is dealing with ongoing health issues.
 
Continued prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, and is undergoing chemotherapy.

Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list. If you have someone who would benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on
the bulletin list, and /or be included in Countryside’s Thursday morning prayer group, contact Rev.
Maggie Kennedy Morey at maggiekm@countrysideucc.org or (402) 884-8025.


