Countryside Community
Church WORSHIP

August 23, 2026



Order of Worship August 23, 2026

T Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand.
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

Grolhering

COMMUNITY TIME (9:55) Adam Witte
PRELUDE Birk’'s Works Dizzy Gillespie
WELCOME & tCALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey

One: Sometimes we long for the mystery of faith,

Many: other times we cling desperately to what is certain.

One: We come today knowing that faith is not about finding answers,
Many: but about asking questions, and staying curious.

One: Open to God's still-speaking voice,

Many: and faithful to the call, no matter the evils we face.

One: God, remind us of the ground on which we stand:

Many: steady, lasting, holy — your church, a foundation built on the rock.

All: Amen
tPASSING OF THE PEACE Dence { leave Wil Yous
One: The Peace of God be with you. | my peace I give you. I do not give to
Many: And also with you. you as the world gives. Do not let your

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

tHYMN OF RESPONSE All Are Welcome (vs. 1)
CHILDREN'S MOMENT Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey

Children are invited to come forward for a time with Pastor Maggie at the chancel, then exit the
sanctuary for Children’s Church. Nursery is available for children birth through pre-K.

SUNG RESPONSE Go Now in Peace (x 2)
Go now in peace, go now in peace,
may the love of God surround you
everywhere, everywhere, you may go.



Ftearing The QWordf

FIRST LESSON: Psalm 124 Reader: Leslie Day
If it had not been for God who was on our side—let Israel now say—if it had not been for God who was
on our side, when our enemies attacked us, then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their
anger was kindled against us; then the flood would have swept us away; the torrent would have gone
over us; then over us would have gone the raging waters.

Blessed be God, who has not given us as prey to their teeth. We have escaped like a bird from the
snare of the hunters; the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

Our help is in the name of God, who made heaven and earth.

MUSICAL REFLECTION It Is Well With My Soul Philip Bliss arr. John Purifoy
Diane Hill, piano

SECOND LESSON: Matthew 16:13-20 Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in
heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

MESSAGE Hope on the Rock Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

Resporating To The Word

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



SHARING OUR GIFTS Adam Witte
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100 percent
dependent on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for
all the ways you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!
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One, God, Tri-une whom we a - dore, O, praise God! O, praise God!
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TPRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God who calls us and meets us in the messy middle of our lives, we give you thanks. We give thanks
for your continued faithfulness, and the blessings you offer us even as we wander astray and take
your gifts for granted. You, oh God, are faithful.

Call us once again, to respond to your grace with the gifts of our hands, and the riches of our lives.
Take these gifts and use them to further your mission of love and justice in the world. Amen.

Sendfing

1SENDING HYMN Hymn #618 How Firm A Foundation (vs. 1-2, 5)
tBENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

POSTLUDE Recordame Joe Henderson



Diane Hill, organ and piano - Chris Leach, piano - Stan Harper, sax
Steve Gomez, bass - Carlos Figueroa, drums

?st & (?QWM&

Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list. If you have someone who would benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on
the bulletin list, and /or be included in Countryside’s Thursday morning prayer group, contact Rev.
Maggie Kennedy Morey at maggiekm@countrysideucc.org or (402) 884-8025.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We celebrate the beginning of this new school year and pray for our students and teachers at the start
of this new season.

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

We pray with De Schmierer for her niece Tami Jalapa, who has recently been diagnosed with cancer.

We pray for strength and comfort for Kitty and Tif Pilypaitis. Their son Jaxon was born sleeping
August 5. There will be a memorial on August 29 at 2pm in the sanctuary.

David (Amy) Worth asks for prayers of comfort and healing as he has been hospitalized with
pneumonia.

We pray with Sheila Christian for her son, Brian, who is dealing with ongoing health issues.

Continued prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, and is undergoing chemotherapy.

Countryside Giving

Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s
mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!




Countryside’s The Art of Home Project

The Art of Home celebrates the creativity of local and regional artists by featuring their work on
Countryside’s Sunday bulletin covers, service slides, YouTube tiles, and social media. Each piece
reflects the spirit of our community—rooted in this place, shaped by the people who call it home, and
open to the beauty that surrounds us. Through this ongoing project, we honor the gifts of local artistry
while weaving them into our shared experience of worship and belonging.

On the Cover Renee Besancon

Perpetually curious, Renee follows her passion for art
whenever she can. She fell in love with flameworking after
taking her first class in 2000, finding peace at the torch and
joy in transforming molten glass into handmade beads and
small sculptural pieces. In 2023, a crochet class at an
annual retreat sparked her second love: fiber arts. She

*4 began experimenting with paint, gel plates, papers, and
found objects in 2025, discovering a third love in mixed media. Inspired by color, texture, light,
and the stories hidden within everyday objects, Renee finds joy in giving forgotten materials
new life through art. Her work is currently being shown at the Cali Commons Gallery exhibit
“Upcycled,” Aug. 20-23, and Aug. 28-30.

< ’ Countryside

Community Church



