
August 30, 2026

Countryside Community
Church WORSHIP

Look for the Light, by Renee Besancon



COMMUNITY TIME (9:55)                                                                                                                  Adam Witte

PRELUDE                                                      How Broad, How Deep                                       arr. David Johnson
Diane Hill    

                                                              
WELCOME                                                                                                             Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

†CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                  David McGinness 
One: Give thanks to the Lord — call on God's name!
Many: Sing praise, sing out, tell of all God's wonderful works!
One: Seek the Lord's strength, seek God's presence, and let our hearts rejoice —
Many: for God remembers, God provides, and God brings us out with joy. Praise the Lord! 
(inspired by Psalm 105)
                             

†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: The Peace of God be with you.  
Many: And also with you. 

†HYMN OF RESPONSE                                All Are Welcome (vs. 2)

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                          Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Children are invited to come forward for a time with Pastor Maggie at the chancel, then exit the
sanctuary for Discovery Kids. Caregivers: please pick up your children after worship downstairs from
Discovery Kids. Nursery is available for children birth through pre-K.

SUNG RESPONSE                                        Go Now in Peace (x 2)
 Go now in peace, go now in peace,
 may the love of God surround you

 everywhere, everywhere, you may go.
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† Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand. 
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

Gathering

my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; 



Hearing the Word

FIRST LESSON:  Romans 12:9–21                                                                                  Reader: Nancy Cohen
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve God.
Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer.Contribute to the needs of the saints;
pursue hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, says God.”Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give
them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

MUSICAL REFLECTION                                    It Is Well                                                      
                                                                  Tyler Gruttemeyer, tenor

SECOND LESSON: Matthew 16:21-28                                                                    Reader:  David McGinness 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third
day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This
must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

 MESSAGE                                           Hope on the Road                                   Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas



Responding to the Word

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OUR GIFTS                                Video from CIRA                                Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey 
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100 percent
dependent on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for
all the ways you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!

†DOXOLOGY 



Sending 

†SENDING HYMN                    Hymn #66, Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

†BENEDICTION                                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas 

POSTLUDE                                                           Hornpipe                                 G.F. Handel arr. David Johnson

Diane Hill, organ and piano - Tyler Gruttemeyer, vocalist

Joys & Concerns

Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list. If you have someone who would benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on
the bulletin list, and /or be included in Countryside’s Thursday morning prayer group, contact Rev.
Maggie Kennedy Morey at maggiekm@countrysideucc.org or (402) 884-8025.

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We celebrate with Karmen King and pray for joy and blessings upon her daughter Emily and her new
wife Ruth, as they start their life together.

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
God, for the many gifts you pour out upon us, we give you thanks.
For every blessing, for the abundance of your kin-dom, we give you thanks and praise.
Receive now a portion of what you have given —
an offering from our hearts, a gift from our hands,
that these gifts might become blessings for others.
Amen.



Perpetually curious, Renee follows her passion for art whenever
she can. She fell in love with flameworking after taking her first
class in 2000, finding peace at the torch and joy in transforming
molten glass into handmade beads and small sculptural pieces.
In 2023, a crochet class at an annual retreat sparked her second
love: fiber arts. 

Renee began experimenting with paint, gel plates, papers, and
found objects in 2025, discovering a third love in mixed media.
Inspired by color, texture, light, and the stories hidden within
everyday objects, Renee finds joy in giving forgotten materials
new life through art. Her work is currently being shown at the
Cali Commons Gallery exhibit “Upcycled.”

On the Cover ~ Renee Besancon

Countryside Giving
Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s

mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

Jolene Hotovy requests prayers for her significant other Michael, who is in the ICU after a heart
attack. We pray for strength and healing for Michael, as well as strength and comfort for Jolene. 

Marion Norman asks for prayer as she goes through rehab at Brookstone and her subsequent
transition to assisted living.

We pray with De Schmierer for her niece Tami Jalapa, who has recently been diagnosed with cancer.

We pray for healing and comfort for David (Amy) Worth as David continues treatment for pneumonia
in the hospital.

We pray with Sheila Christian for her son, Brian, who is dealing with ongoing health issues.

Continued prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, and is undergoing chemotherapy.


