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Still in the Storm, Jan RIchardson



COMMUNITY TIME (9:55)                                                                                                                  Adam Witte

PRELUDE       
                                         
WELCOME & †CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
One: We come today with openness and honesty, 
Many: We come asking questions and pressing for answers.
One: Oh God, what do you require of us? 
Many: To be faithful, and discerning-- to be present and honest. 
One: You, O God, call us to resist evil and reject violence... to rejoice in the truth.
Many: May we find the power of your truth, and the presence of eternal hope,  
within the pages of this sacred story. Amen.                                     
                                        

†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: The Peace of God be with you.  
Many: And also with you. 

†HYMN OF RESPONSE                                All Are Welcome (vs. 1)

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                           Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Children are invited to come forward for a time with Pastor Maggie at the chancel, then return to their
caregivers for the remainder of worship. Nursery is available for children birth through pre-K.

SUNG RESPONSE                                        Go Now in Peace (x 2)
 Go now in peace, go now in peace,
 may the love of God surround you

 everywhere, everywhere, you may go.
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† Indicates those places where those who are able are invited to stand. 
Text in bold indicates places where the congregation is invited to join in response.

Gathering

my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; 



Hearing the Word

FIRST LESSON: Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22, 45b                                                            Reader: Molly Anderson
O give thanks to God; call on God’s name;
   make known God’s deeds among the peoples.
Sing to God, sing praises to God;
   tell of all God’s wonderful works.
Glory in God’s holy name;
   let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice.
Seek God and God’s strength;
   seek God’s presence continually.
Remember the wonderful works God has done,
   God’s miracles and the judgments God has uttered,
O offspring of God’s servant Abraham,
   children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones.

When God summoned famine against the land
   and cut off every supply of bread,
God had sent a man ahead of them,
   Joseph, who had been sold as a slave.
His feet were hurt with fetters;
   his neck was put in a collar of iron;
until what he had said came to pass,
   the word of God kept testing him.
The king sent and released him;
   the ruler of the peoples set him free.
He made him lord of his house
   and ruler of all his possessions,
to instruct his officials at his pleasure
   and to teach his elders wisdom.

that they might keep his statutes
   and observe his laws.
Praise the Lord!

MUSICAL REFLECTION                                         Sailboat                                             Ben Rector & Cody Fry
Matt Stursma, baritone



SECOND LESSON: Matthew 14:22-33                                                             Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas
Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was
far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward
them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I;
do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.”
So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

MESSAGE                                           Hope in the Storm                                   Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas

Responding to the Word

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OUR GIFTS                                                                                             Rev. Maggie Kennedy Morey
Please find the QR code within the bulletin or at the Spotlight table in the narthex for more information
about how to support our community partners this month through The Box and Fingerprints and also
to contribute to Countryside’s annual mission spending plan (budget). Countryside is 100 percent
dependent on member giving to support the mission and ministries of our church. We are grateful for
all the ways you give to sustain our vibrant and welcoming community!



†DOXOLOGY 

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
God who calls us and meets us in the messy middle of our lives, we give you thanks. We give thanks
for your continued faithfulness, and the blessings you offer us even as we wander astray and take
your gifts for granted. You, oh God, are faithful. 
Call us once again, to respond to your grace with the gifts of our hands, and the riches of our lives.
Take these gifts and use them to further your mission of love and justice in the world. Amen. 

Sending 

†SENDING HYMN                       Hymn #85 Eternal Father, Strong to Save

†BENEDICTION                                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Jenny Shultz-Thomas 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                                     

Matt Stursma, vocalist 
Alex Ritter, organ and piano



Joys & Concerns

Prayers of Gratitude for the following Joys:

We give thanks for this week for the rain during a season of drought and for the joy and care of
community. 

Please join in praying for the following new and ongoing concerns:

We pray for strength and comfort for Kitty and Tif Pilypaitis. Their son Jaxon was born sleeping
August 5. May they feel God’s presence in the coming days and weeks. 
 
Our love and prayers surround Annie Hutchinson following the recent passing of her husband Fred.
Details for the celebration of life at St. Andrews will be shared as they are confirmed. 

We pray with Sheila Christian for her son, Brian, who is dealing with ongoing health issues.
 
Continued prayers for Marcy (Joel) Patton, who has been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, and is undergoing chemotherapy. 

Countryside Giving
Give a little, help a lot! Scan the QR code to support Countryside’s

mission, The Box and Fingerprints. Your generosity keeps our
community warm, welcoming and full of life!

Join us as we pray for our congregation members and their loved ones who are on our Joys and
Concerns list. If you have someone who would benefit from prayer, want to share a joy or be included on
the bulletin list, and /or be included in Countryside’s Thursday morning prayer group, contact Rev.
Maggie Kennedy Morey at maggiekm@countrysideucc.org or (402) 884-8025.


